822 PUBLIC FINANCE

25.—Ordinary Receipts and Expenditures of Provincial Governments per Head of

Population for their respective fiscal years ended in the ce ars 1871-1911
and in each year from 191¢ to 1929, y nsus ye

Nore.—As this table is based upon Table 24, those using it should refer to that table for totals and for
explanatory notea.
{A) ORDINARY RECEIPTS.
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(B) ORDINARY EXPENDITURES.
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13ubject to revision.

Section 3.—Municipal Public Finance.

The existence of local self-governing units has always been characteristic of
democratic societies, and nowhere more so than in Canada. The struggle for
responsible government was naturally accompanied by an agitation for local self-
government in the cities and towns of Canada, and after responsible government
had been conceded, a complete system of municipalities was established throughout
the old province of Canada by the Municipal Act of 1849." Under the division
of powers made by the British North America Act between the Dominion and the
Provincial Governments, legislation regarding municipal government, being a local
matter, was naturally assigned to the Provinces, which differ considerably with
regard to their types of municipal organization. Thus in Prince Edward Island

1For a brief outline of the rise of the municipal system of Ontario, see 1922-23 Year Book, p. 108.



